60 YEARS
BACK

FIRST VOYAGE AT SEA — PART I

COMING FROM SEAFARING STOCK, 1 suppose it
e ouynataialtha Tshould foliow the sea and [ igued
apprenticeship indentures with the Robert Duncan snm
Co i o1 Weet Biscknal Street, Greenock; Mess
] Mal e (o ‘Macasing Ol They il
& large sailing ships, the Robert Duncan. rm.r masted
barque, and the three-masted full-rigged ship Brunel, and
S0t 1) b I Seodarmber 150 P oo T
at Antwerp where she was loading a full cargo (3,600 tons)
of super phosphates for Port Adelaide, South Australia.
There was another first voyager, for which I was glad.

e crew were already on board, the ;h.p was very

nearly loaded, the Capt Wil r. Wolge-
muth (a naturalised e y birth) Chiet
Officr, Mr, Bennt (son of the Master o one of the
famous Loch Li ips) r, Mr.

Paton, Third Officer, Carpenter, Sailmaker, Steward,
Cook and 14 A.Bs. at £3 per month. The Carpenter of a
sailing ship was an expert shipwright: the Sailmaker had
to make sails as well as repair them.
‘This was the last I should see of my brass-bound u
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first job that the Chief Officer set me was to clean out
two heavy iron biscuit tanks. They were five to six feet
squirei il 1o Gauin lhmugh a munhoIeA cement wash

them, when

bheuits a cnmplclcly el whcn the G
screw the manhole cover on and seal it
Then 1 had to astst in stowing away all sorts of siores——
bolts of canvas No. 0 for the heavy lower storm sails,

Waiting to Berth

The fourmasted bargue

bert Duncan off the

Sonestoresaadiosde
. 1906.

In these_reminiscences
Coptain L. . Peveriey,

Clan  Line " Pilot  at
ravesend.

No. § for the upper sails, such as Royals and some Stay-
sails, etc.

The day came when the Robert Duncan was loaded and
ready to sail. With precious little freeboard, more like a
half tide rock, we were towed down the river by the
Belgian tug John Bl t9 Flshing Roads (o achof and
await a fair wind. During this passage the sailors were

setting up the wire (2} ins.) lifelines on each side of the
“midships from the break of the Forecastle to the break
of the Poop and bowsing them down to the corners of
each hatch. Being winter now, and soon to be out in the
English Channel, these were necessary for any of the crew
going from forward o aft or vice versa in bad weather
with the decks full of water. When we arrived at Flushing
SRRl e DR L R
favourable wind; it proved to be the German Pampa of
the famous P. line of sailing ships, of which the Ao
breaking Preussen and Potosi belonged. After a couple of
days a fair wind developed and it was “heave up anchor”
SEURAT i ey Al We kel nn ey for this
operation; like some was all Armstrong’s Patent.

We two apprentices were not allowed aloft at first but
after a while ventured up 1o the first yard on the mizzen
‘mast, which is the crossjack yard about 100 ft. long. The
ship was well down the English Channel when a gale

overtook us and sail was shortened down to
foresail and staysails and storm spanker. We

etiag!out of sight of land, but we dd ses womething
unusual. A P. & O. mailsteamer steamed a full circle
round the ship, no doubt for the benefit of the passengers
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